
Welcome to our 

Parents’ meeting
September 2021



Purpose and aims

• Provide the expectations for the end of 

the year in terms of the curriculum

• Explain the purpose of planners

• Clarify information about the school –

based on parent questionnaire feedback



Changes due to COVID

• Although restrictions have eased across England, we 

are still exercising precautions in school. These include 

staggered starts/ends to the day to ease congestion in 

the school entrances, staggered break times, reducing 

visitors into school and additional cleaning routines.

• A full risk assessment has been carried out by Mrs 

Miller and Miss Stanton, and will continue to be 

monitored.



School Life
School life is a free app that we use to communicate 

all letters, newsletters and notices through. Please 
ensure you have downloaded it and enabled 
notifications.

 If you have not received your personal log in, please 
contact the school office ASAP.

Engagement with this app is important to keep up to 
date with all current information.



Expectations of the 

academic year
• Curriculum content for Year 1

• This is an overview of the year group of the relevant 
National Curriculum objectives.

• Essentially, each year group needs to be able to read and 
spell at their level.  There are copies of the spellings 
relevant for each year group in the front of the planner. 
These are not exhaustive lists.



Reading – word reading

Statutory requirements
 Pupils should be taught to:

 apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words

 respond speedily with the correct sound to graphemes (letters or groups of 
letters) for all 40+ phonemes, including, where applicable, alternative sounds for 
graphemes

 read accurately by blending sounds in unfamiliar words containing GPCs that 
have been taught

 read common exception words, noting unusual correspondences between 
spelling and sound and where these occur in the word

 read words containing taught GPCs and –s, –es, –ing, –ed, –er and –est endings

 read other words of more than one syllable that contain taught GPCs

 read words with contractions [for example, I’m, I’ll, we’ll], and understand that 
the apostrophe represents the omitted letter(s)

 read aloud accurately books that are consistent with their developing phonic 
knowledge and that do not require them to use other strategies to work out words

 re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading.



Reading – comprehension

Statutory requirements
 Pupils should be taught to:

 develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by:

 listening to and discussing a wide range of poems, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which they can read 
independently

 being encouraged to link what they read or hear read to their own experiences

 becoming very familiar with key stories, fairy stories and traditional tales, retelling them and considering their particular
characteristics

 recognising and joining in with predictable phrases

 learning to appreciate rhymes and poems, and to recite some by heart

 discussing word meanings, linking new meanings to those already known

 understand both the books they can already read accurately and fluently and those they listen to by:

 drawing on what they already know or on background information and vocabulary provided by the teacher

 checking that the text makes sense to them as they read and correcting inaccurate reading

 discussing the significance of the title and events

 making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done

 predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far

 participate in discussion about what is read to them, taking turns and listening to what others say

 explain clearly their understanding of what is read to them.



Writing – transcription

Statutory requirements
 Spelling (see English Appendix 1)

 Pupils should be taught to:

 spell:

 words containing each of the 40+ phonemes already taught

 common exception words

 the days of the week

 name the letters of the alphabet: 

 naming the letters of the alphabet in order 

 using letter names to distinguish between alternative spellings of the same sound 

 add prefixes and suffixes: 

 using the spelling rule for adding –s or –es as the plural marker for nouns and the third person 
singular marker for verbs 

 using the prefix un–

 using –ing, –ed, –er and –est where no change is needed in the spelling of root words [for example, 
helping, helped, helper, eating, quicker, quickest] 

 apply simple spelling rules and guidance, as listed in English Appendix 1 

 write from memory simple sentences dictated by the teacher that include words using the GPCs 
and common exception words taught so far. 





Handwriting 

 Pupils should be taught to: 

 sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly 

 begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and 

finishing in the right place 

 form capital letters 

 form digits 0-9 

 understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ (i.e. letters 

that are formed in similar ways) and to practise these. 





Writing – composition 

 Pupils should be taught to:

 write sentences by:

 saying out loud what they are going to write about

 composing a sentence orally before writing it

 sequencing sentences to form short narratives

 re-reading what they have written to check that it makes sense

 discuss what they have written with the teacher or other pupils

 read aloud their writing clearly enough to be heard by their peers and the 

teacher.



Writing – vocabulary, grammar and 

punctuation

 Pupils should be taught to:

 develop their understanding of the concepts set out in English Appendix 2 
by:

 leaving spaces between words

 joining words and joining clauses using and

 beginning to punctuate sentences using a capital letter and a full stop, 
question mark or exclamation mark

 using a capital letter for names of people, places, the days of the week, and 
the personal pronoun ‘I’

 learning the grammar for year 1 in English Appendix 2

 use the grammatical terminology in English Appendix 2 in discussing their 
writing.





A typical school day

• Arrive at school on time for when the gates are opened

• Register 

• Class assembly

• Lesson 1 Phonics

• Lesson 2 English

• Break

• Lesson 3 Maths

• Dinner time

• Lessons Topic, PSHE, Art, Music, RE, Computing, PE, Science

• Break (KS1) Guided Reading

• Home time collect from gate 

KS1 gate 8.55am and 3.20pm



P.E Kits

• PE kits need to be in school everyday – shorts, 

t-shirts and black pumps. 

• Please make sure earrings are removed on 

these days.

• Year 1J normally have P.E on Tuesday.

• Year 1C normally have P.E on Thursday.



Homework
 Homework will be set weekly on a WEDNESDAY, this should be 

completed by the following TUESDAY.

 Spellings should be learnt daily and will be tested on a Tuesday.

 Please ensure you sign the planner after your child has completed their 

homework.

 Homework may be online or in a paper form.  Please check that 

Mathletics tasks have been completed correctly (if the task has a red 

bar instead of green or orange, children should try the task again) 

and then sign the planner to say they have completed it.  If children 

find the homework too difficult, you may want to put a note in their 

planner.



Online homework
• Mathletics –the school pays for each child to be a member of Mathletics.  This is  a 

web based tool to help children learn and use a variety of maths skills.  All children's 
logons are in their planners.  Staff set most of their maths homework online every 
week through Mathletics. Tasks can be set but all tasks can also be accessed by 
children without them being set. ‘Live Mathletics’ is a great game to improve mental 
maths and rapid recall of facts.

• Spelling Shed- School also pays for every child to access Spelling Shed- this should be 
used daily to help children learn their weekly spellings, set by the class teacher weekly.

• Times Tables Rock Stars. School also pays for every child to access Times Tables Rock 
Stars.  Children are expected to know times tables facts up to 12 x 12, by the end of 
Year 4. This game really improves children’s recall of times tables facts. There is a 
free app to download, or you can play on the website.

• Numbots. Paid for by school and created by the same company that produces TT 
Rockstars. It is focused on number recognition and fluency and supports mental 
calculations throughout school life. 



Planners
• Planners need to be in school everyday.  In the planners there is a lot of 

information to help you support your child with their learning. We expect 

these to be used to communicate messages between home and school.  We 

would like you to support us with your child's learning by using them 

regularly.

• Please check them daily.

• Reading: Read with your child daily and sign to say you have read with 

them – Children can read a variety of texts including use of a kindle, 

iPad, magazine, comics etc. This is really important to help your child 

improve their vocabulary which further supports writing.



Planner content
• English glossary of terms, punctuation, word classes etc – explanation of the terms 

involved with grammar and punctuation to help with writing.

• Writing – Alan Peat Sentences – examples to help your child write sentences at home. 

Simply copy the grammatical sentence and change the vocabulary. 

• Maths Visual Calculation Policy – there is a range of maths vocabulary to support 

the four operations.  Visual calculation slides – the full document can be found on 

the school website.  The maths VCP are used in classrooms throughout the school for 

the children to learn from – the teachers use these to support lessons. 

• Sticker on first page – your child’s log in for their online learning platforms.



Planners 
• Assessment – developing, inline or greater 

depth Assessment – We have worked as 

a group of Pentagon schools (5 local 

schools) to develop an assessment system.  

We have half termly meeting with 

senior leaders to discuss pupils’ progress.  

We then teacher assess the pupils on 

whether they are developing, inline or 

working at greater depth against age 

related expectations. 



Planners

Please sign the 

Home/School 

agreement on 

page 4.



Planners - spellings
Reception = words chn need to recognise and 

spell by end of the year.

 We have weekly checks on spellings that 

children should practise at home.  The 

spellings are put into a sentence also.  

Spellings always need to be taught in context. 

Key spellings that children get incorrect will 

be written into the planner for the children 

to practise regularly. 



Planners -

spellings



Planners -

spellings



Reading Bingo

 Reading Challenge.

 Try and read as many books as you 
can to complete the different tasks 
in the boxes.

 An adult should initial the box when 
a book has been completed.

 Show your teacher when you have 
completed them all – will you be 
first?



Reading VIPERs
VIPERS is a helpful acronym 

of the different reading skills 

that we use in all of our 

reading.

You can use these question to 

help you ask your child 

questions about the books they 

are reading.



Planners – times tables

By the end of Year 

4, children should 

know and recall 

multiplication and 

division facts for 

multiplication tables 

up to 12 × 12.



STOP (Several Times On 

Purpose) – anti bullying
• Here at Blanford Mere we use the acronym STOP to define 

bullying - Several Times on Purpose - not the odd occasion 

where children are unkind to each other.

• We provide children with workshops, and through PSHE we 

talk about this issue. If there are any occasions where you 

may feel that your child is being treated unkindly – please 

do not hesitate to see your child’s class teacher or Phase 

leader.

• If you would like further information about what the 

school will do to support you then please see our website for 

the policy.  



STOP – anti bullying
• We take this issue very serious as a school – from pupil 
voice/parent surveys we do not have an issue with this here 
at Blanford Mere.  We do a lot of work in school with the 
children to ensure they understand the difference between 
bullying and unkindness.

• Bullying is usually defined as behaviour that is:

Repeated, intended to hurt someone either physically or 
emotionally, often aimed at certain groups, e.g. because of 
race, religion, gender or sexual orientation

• It takes many forms and can include:  physical assault, 
teasing,  making threats, name calling, cyberbullying -
bullying via mobile phone or online (e.g. email, social 
networks and instant messenger)



Cyber Bullying

 We do our upmost to keep our children safe in school – internet 

access is limited to child friendly sites. Each week a log of any 

children or staff trying to access any unsuitable websites and 

incidents are dealt with by Miss Stanton – if parents need to be 

informed about incidents then Miss Stanton will contact you. 



Behaviour
 Rights Respecting School 

We encourage good behaviour in a variety of ways at Blanford Mere.  

Underpinning this is the Rights Respecting charter – details of the 

articles can be found in your child's planner.  We are a Rights 

Respecting School.  This means that we enable children to access their 

rights every day at school and teach them to respect their own and 

others’ rights.  The children learn about this in all aspects of life 

from classroom work to assemblies.  In each class children have 

chosen 4-5 articles that will underpin their values of how they 

behave in their classroom.  We have lunchtime charters created by 

the children and will be working together to develop a playground 

charter.



Behaviour
Rewards and sanctions & KS1 and KS2 end of term treat 

– golden time 

We try to promote good behaviour amongst the children –

children are rewarded with stickers, certificates, post cards 

home, head/deputy awards to name a few. 

KS1 and KS2 operate a reward system called Golden time.  

Each pupil is rewarded weekly for their behaviour by 

having 20 minutes golden time (usually on a Friday 

afternoon).  



Behaviour
 Rewards and sanctions & KS1 and KS2 end of term treat – golden time 

 If children have not met our expectations of behaviour, then they can have golden time 

taken off them in five minute intervals dependent on the incident.  At the end of every 

term, KS1 and KS2 are rewarded with an End of term treat for those pupils who have 

not lost 25 minutes golden time (5 red stickers in one term = lose end of term treat). 

End of term treats may be different to previous years, in line with the current 

government guidance.

 If your child gets a red sticker, this will be put in their planner. Please sign the sticker so 

that we know that you are aware of this. After 3 red stickers in one term, the class 

teacher will speak with you.

 If they have received 5 red stickers, then those pupils and parents are informed and will 

lose out on the treat. There are very few pupils who do lose out!  Our full behaviour 

policy can be found on the school website. 



Behaviour

We like to work together with parents; teachers 

may ask to see you at the end of the day to talk 

with you and your child. This may be to 

highlight things they’ve done well, support they 

need with learning or a behaviour issue. We try 

to work together to resolve issues. 



Behaviour
• If you would like to discuss anything then please make an 

appointment to see your child’s class teacher – the end of 

the day is best.  If you feel that you need the KS manager 

(either Mr Baker or Mr Wade) to be involved, we can 

arrange this. If you have exhausted these two options and 

you are still not happy – then ring the office to book an 

appointment to see Miss Stanton – Deputy Headteacher.

• Finally, if we have still not been able to rectify your 

problem, ring to make an appointment with our 

Headteacher, Mrs Miller. 



All children’s names will be 

placed on green on a chart like 

this in the class.

They can move up and down 

the chart, depending on their 

behaviour.

It is expected that children show 

good behaviour and remain on 

at least green as ‘green is good’. 



If they go above and beyond 

expectations, they will move to 

silver and gold.

Rewards will be given for 

positive behaviour.

However, poor behaviour will 

mean they will move down the 

chart to orange, red or grey as 

consequences for their 

behaviour.



The chart is to help achieve a consistent 

approach to behaviour in the school.  

Obviously, there will be some incidents that 

need discretion and teachers may need to 

treat those cases in a different manner. 

All children start on green everyday. 

Possible end of term treats
AUTUMN TREAT = Christmas Games 
afternoon 
SPRING TREAT = Round robin activities 
afternoon KS1 – am, KS2 – pm.
SUMMER TREAT = Bouncy Castles Day









Stickers in planners

 After 5 times on SILVER, you will get a GOLD .

 After 5 times on GOLD, you will get a certificate from Mrs Miller.

 5 oranges on separate days (children aren’t given orange stickers) = 
one red warning

 5 red stickers in one term = loss of end of term treat

 Parents sign planner when RED sticker is given



Finally…
We hope that you have found this information useful.  Our 

aim is to provide an exciting curriculum for your child and 

enable them to reach their full potential. 

We would like to thank you all for taking the time to read this 

and hope that we can work together to support your child.  

If you have any questions then please write them in your child’s 

planner. Thank you. 


